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As the Knights of Labor went down, the American Federation of Labor commenced to rise.
This latter organization, after about twenty-three years’ existence, claims over
a million members. It was the AFL that inaugurated “Labor Day,” the first Monday
in September. This Labor Day was originally intended to be the one day in the year
on which labor could devote to its own interests, for the purpose of cultivating a
spirit of solidarity and fraternity among the working class. But “Labor Day” has
lost this feature—instead, it has degenerated into a day when politicians, fakers
and grafters have full swing, and a free platform to lie, and to gull the masses.
All the evidences of disintegration are apparent in the AFL at the present time.
One does not have to be an enemy to make this statement; in fact, the writer is a
friend to organized labor, but facts are facts, nevertheless. The American Federation of Labor is doomed: first, because of its own inherent rottenness; and second,
because, in common with all other craft organizations, it has outgrown its usefulness, and must give way to the next step in evolution, which is the Industrial Union,
which proposes to organize along industrial lines, the same as capital is organized.
While I am positive the days of the AFL are numbered, I nevertheless recognize
and am compelled to give credit to that organization for the great benefit it has
been to the working classes of America.
On the ruins of the AFL, there is at the present moment arising the Industrial
Union which was organized in Chicago, July 8th, 1905. This industrial organization
is organized along the lines of Industrial Evolution, hence it is bound to succeed.
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